SHORT SCENES FOR ACTORS - Bottom’s Dream — by Kristen Doherty

FROM BOTTOM’S DREAM

PETER. (Peter Quince) Student teacher. Overwhelmed by the responsibility.
NICK. (Nick Bottom) A “serious actor” Oblivious to the magic.

TOM. (Tom Snout) Swapped Tech for Drama.

FRANCIS. (Francis Flute) Tries to fit in. Is scared of most things.

ROBIN. (Robin Starvelling) Moody costume designer. Does not act!

A group of ragtag students are rehearsing a scene from Midsummer Night’s Dream. Actors,
Nick, Tom and Francis stand waiting. Robin stands to the side, a pile of costumes in her
arms. Student teacher, Peter, enters with a class list and a stack of scripts.
PETER. Ok, is everybody here?
NICK. Just read the cast list. Who am I playing?
PETER. Patience please, Nick, is it?
NICK. Nicholas, thank you.
PETER. Ok, Nicholas. Ms H has given me strict instructions to carefully supervise your
rehearsal as apparently you all can get a bit unruly. Why she cast you all together is beyond
me...
TOM. Because we are frickin’ awesome, that’s why!
FRANCIS. Yeah, we are!
(They high-5, whoop, chest bump etc)
PETER. Ok... So, you guys are going to be playing the Mechanicals, right?
TOM. (Disappointed) Mechanicals? But I dropped tech to do Drama.

FRANCIS. Yeah! I wanted to act, not work back-stage again.

ROBIN. You guys are idiots. Your characters are just known as Mechanicals, because they
have jobs. You know, like manual labour jobs... carpenters, weavers, tinkers, tailors...

TOM. Candlestick makers?
ROBIN. No.
TOM. Oh.

PETER. You do know this play is on tonight?
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TOM. Got it in the bag!
FRANCIS. We’ve got the whole day you know.

PETER. Luckily, we are only concentrating on two scenes, Act 3 Scene 1- The ‘Rehearsal in
the forest’ and Act 5, Scene 1- The ‘Play within the play’.

TOM. The play within the what?

PETER. The play within the play. The characters are Snug, Snout, Flute, Starveling,
Quince—

FRANCIS. Quince? Like the jam?

ROBIN. No.

TOM. It’s a paste, man. Goes really well with a nice blue brie.
ROBIN. No.

PETER. --and Bottom.

TOM. Bottom!? (smirks) What sort of weird-ass play is this?! (looks around for approval)
Get it? Get it?

(Francis eventually gets it and they guffaw together)
FRANCIS. Weird-ass! (Bahaha)
ROBIN. That’s a character’s name... That’s what Shakespeare called him.
TOM. That’s screwed up man.

ROBIN. I think it’s supposed to be ironic. Bottom is an actor whose head is transformed by
magic into that of a donkey’s. It’s a great role.

TOM. Irepeat... What sort of a weird-ass play is this?
ROBIN. Exactly... Ironic.

FRANCIS. I’'m confused.

ROBIN. Puck does it.

FRANCIS. Excuse me!?

ROBIN. Puck! I said Puck!

PETER. Can I continue?
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NICK. Please do. What’s my role?
PETER. Nicholas, Ms H has you down for Bottom.
(The boys laugh. Nick waves them away, he is taking it seriously)
PETER. ...Who also plays Pyramus in the play-within-the-play. The Mechanicals are
rehearsing a piece called...(looks it up) “The Most Lamentable Comedy and Cruel Death of
Pyramus and Thisbe.”
FRANCIS. Long title.
TOM. What?! I thought we were doing that “Dream” play!
ROBIN. We are. Pyramus and Thisbe is the “play within the play”.
TOM. The play within the...? (gives up, confused)
NICK. So, who is this Pyramus?

PETER. (He reads) Pyramus is a “lover that kills himself most gallantly for love”

NICK. Awesome! I’ll nail it. I’ve been creating re-enactments of the death scenes from
Tarantino movies on my YouTube channel. I get so many hits on my posts.

(Nick dramatically acts out the Samuel L Jackson death monologue from ‘Pulp
Fiction’)

NICK “And I will strike down upon thee with great vengeance and furious anger those who
attempt to poison and destroy my brothers. And you will know I am the Lord when I lay my
vengeance upon you.”
(Stops suddenly. He bows, blows kisses to the wild applause of Francis and Tom)
FRANCIS. So, what’s my role?
PETER. (Looks at list) What’s your name? Um, Francis?
(The others laugh and ridicule Francis)
TOM. Pft! Francis... Yoohoo Francis.
FRANCIS. It’s Frank... Everybody calls me Frank.
TOM. Yeah, sure they do.
PETER. Ok... Frank... You’ll be playing Thisbe.
FRANCIS. Who is Thisbe? Some sort of henchman?

PETER. No, she’s Pyramus’ girlfriend.
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FRANCIS. No way! I’'m not playing a chick!
ROBIN. We’ll put a wig on you, no one will recognize you.

NICK. I'll do it! It shows that you are comfortable with your sexuality, if you don’t mind
being in touch with your feminine side.

FRANCIS. This is garbage. There are plenty of girls who can play the female roles. Like her.
What’s her role?

ROBIN. It’s Robin, and I’'m doing costumes. I don’t act!

PETER. But she’s got you down as Thisbe’s mother.

ROBIN. (Stern) Not acting!

PETER. (4 bit scared) Ok... Moving on... Tom?

TOM. Yo!

PETER. You are down as the Wall.

TOM. A wall?! Woohoo! No lines! (High 5s the others)

PETER. There are lines.

TOM. What the!?

PETER. And you are also playing the Lion.

TOM. Lion? Like as in a ‘roar’ (roars) lion? Or is this like a metaphysical, psychological
drama and I am actually like a ‘line’. Like ‘in’ a supermarket or a bank... with people... and
cues and like you know... a line.

FRANCIS/NICK. Whoah...

PETER. (Spells it out) No. Just a lion. But that character has no lines, or lines... (frustrated
as it’s just not getting through) Gahh! It’s just roaring.

TOM. Nice! (He roars with relish)
PETER. And yep! I hope it’s not going to be a huge disaster.
NICK. (Roars loudly, impressively) You know, I could nail that Lion role as well.
(He roars again. Then Tom and Francis start roaring, trying to see who can roar the

best. They have a roar-off, getting down on the ground, acting like lions, rolling
around, being idiots — When Peter yells, they scramble up)
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PETER. Wow... (loud) Ok! We need to find a spot to rehearse. Ms H suggested I take you
down to the forest, as the play is mostly set in an enchanted forest... You know this? Don’t
you? (sigh) Anyway, Ms H said this will apparently help get you in the “zone of your
characterisation, in an authentic setting” and it’ll be cooler in the shade.

FRANCIS. The forest? But that place is creepy.

TOM. Yeah, really creepy, no one ever goes down there.

ROBIN. That’s because it’s haunted.

FRANCIS. Don’t!

ROBIN. It is. Kids have gone in there and never come out again.

TOM. Yeah, as if.

ROBIN. It’s true. Don’t you remember that guy, from a few years back... Someone dared
him to go in, and no one ever saw him again.

TOM. Nuh! Uh! That guy moved to a farm.

FRANCIS. (Gasps) That’s what they said about my cat when they had him put down! No
way! I’m not going.

TOM. Tink was really old man, it was her time.
PETER. Oh, don’t be ridiculous Francis, we need you for the play.
NICK. You know I did say I could play his role as well. I’1l just highlight my new lines.
ROBIN. (Fed up) Oh great! This is going to tank!
(Peter and Tom turn to Francis)
TOM. Come on man, we need you!
PETER: You cannot pull out now! It’s not really haunted, (forceful) is it Robin?

ROBIN. Yeah... Nah, I was just teasing. It’s a perfectly normal forest, with no ghosts or
fairies or goblins or anything.

FRANCIS. You sure?

ROBIN. Pft! Yeah. That’s just kid’s stuff... Fairy stories. We’re too old for fairy stories,
right?

FRANCIS. (Bravado) Yeah! Right, of course. I'm all good.
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PETER. Good? Great! Ok. Let’s do this. I suggest that we reconvene down there in an hour,
use this time to read the Pyramus and Thisbe scene. (under breath) Which you should have
actually done already. (4s she exits) I’'m going to get a coffee. A strong coffee!

(Peter exits)

NICK. (Calls after her) I’'ll have a Chai Latte, thanks Miss! (7o others) Nice! This is going
to be a beautiful thing, lads!

FRANCIS. If you say so... ‘Bottom’ (laughs, slapping him on the butf)
TOM. Awh, leave him alone... Don’t be a ‘pain in the ass’.

FRANCIS. Guys, guys. Let me ‘but’ in for a minute...

TOM. Hey! Don’t be ‘cheeky’ (squeeze)

FRANCIS. ‘Bummer’ dude!

ROBIN. We’ve officially hit rock ‘bottom’, but I guess it’s all ‘behind’ us now. Oh! Oh! See
what I did there?

(Silence. Nobody laughs)
TOM. (Eventually) Don’t make an ass of yourself.
(Tom and Francis exit, laughing hysterically)
NICK. (fo Robin, offended) Too far!
(Nick exits,; Robin is left bewildered)

Blackoust.

Want to read the whole script? A full perusal of Bottom’s Dream is accessible via this
link

https://www .kristendoherty.com.au/bottoms-dream
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