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GOSSIPS AT COURT 
 

BESSIE B (BLOUNT)  

JOAN D (DINGLEY)  

MARGARET S (SHELTON)  

MARY B (BOELYN)  

JANE P (POPINCOURT)  

ANNE H (HASTINGS)  

The Gossips enter Court in pairs, they move around the space, enacting their dialogue 
with stylised physical theatre movements; spinning, turning, entwining in each other.  

BESSIE B. Did you hear what they are saying, the accusations which sent Anne Boleyn to 
the Axeman held no truth?   

JOAN D. You mean they were falsehoods? Surely the King would not lie.  

BESSIE B. Oh please! I have attended court and witnessed Anne Boleyn in the flesh. She 
did not have six fingers. She was no witch; just a poor girl whom he wanted to rid himself 
of, as he was ready to marry Jane Seymour.  

JOAN D. Are you saying that Anne and five innocent men were put to death by due 
process of law, because the King wished to marry again?  

BESSIE B. Let me put it to you this way, none of the dates of Anne's alleged encounters 
coincide with her whereabouts.   

JOAN D. But she was tried and convicted.  

BESSIE B. The trial was a travesty. Poor Anne was an innocent.   

JOAN D. Well, I’ve heard she was bossy and argumentative.  

BESSIE B. My dear, if every wife who told her husband off, once in a while, was sent to 
the axeman, you and I would be in a little trouble, now wouldn’t we? (laughs) 

JOAN D. Oh my dear, you are wicked.  

Spin, rotate and swap.   
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ANNE H. So, let me set myself straight. Five men were accused of having relations with the 
Queen. Four of them were aristocrats so they were not tortured. The fifth, Mark 
Smearton?...   

JANE P. Smeaton...  

ANNE H. (continues) Mark Smeaton, a court musician was the only one who confessed, 
but this was after many hours of torture.  

JANE P. (cheerful) That is correct my dear. They tied a knotted cord around his face and 
tightened it until the pressure made his eye explode.  

ANNE H. (horrified) Oh dear Lord!  

JANE P. Because Smeaton co-operated with Anne’s enemies, he was granted the mercy of a 
beheading rather than the usual punishment for commoners, which is being hung, drawn and 
quartered...You know what that means don’t you?   

ANNE H. Well, I can imagine. But I’d really rather not think about it.   

JANE P. (interrupts) The convicted is carried from the prison to the place of execution, 
where they are hanged til they are half dead, and then taken down, and quartered alive; after 
that, their members and bowels are cut from their bodies and thrown into a fire within their 
own sight.  

ANNE H. (shocked) That’s disgusting! They are actually shown their own innards?  

JANE P. Oh my dear, you don’t know the half of it. (continues with relish) After a person is 
beheaded, the executioner holds the severed head up by the hair. Why do you think that is 
done?  

ANNE H. I really don’t think I want to hear all the...  

JANE P. (ignoring, interrupts) Well, I shall tell you. (cheerfully) It is not done for the 
reason you may think (a beat) to show the crowd the head, right?!  

ANNE H. (weakly) Right...  

JANE P. It is in fact to show the head the faces of crowd and as well as its own body!  
Killing by beheading is not immediate you know. Consciousness remains for at least eight 
seconds after beheading until the lack of oxygen causes unconsciousness and eventual 
death.   

ANNE H. (looking faint) Lack of oxygen did you say? 

Anne H stumbles, Jane P supports her, then gestures to one of the other Gossips that 
Anne H has been drinking.  

Spin, rotate and swap.  
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MARY B. Jane is not as innocent as she seems. The Seymour’s make the Boleyn family 
seem apathetic. They have their family members integrated in every realm of King Henry’s 
domain. They knew exactly how to get rid of Anne.  

MARGARET S. Oh how ridiculous! There was no conspiracy. Henry simply tired of 
Anne’s jealousy.   

MARY B. They executed Anne, and the very next day he announces his marriage to Jane.  It 
seems a bit… (she searches for the words) …soon. To. Be honest.   

MARGARET S. Mistress Mary, you forget yourself my dear.   

MARY B. Jane Seymour was lady in waiting for both Catherine of Aragon and Anne 
Boleyn. She has been awaiting her opportunity to pounce upon the King for quite some 
time.  

MARGARET S. I believe her motives are pure.  

MARY B. Oh Lady Margaret, you are wonderfully naive. Jane has been coached by the 
Conservatives to become the epitome of the blushing bride that Henry yearned for. Jane 
Seymour did learn something from Anne Boleyn... She dangled her virtue in front of Henry, 
and she caught herself a King.   

Blackout.  
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