SHORT SCENES FOR ACTORS - Friendzone from TEEN — by Kristen Doherty

FRIENDZONE

BEN. Nervous, insecure. Has been crushing on Mia for years.

MIA. Confident. Used to attention.

Ben and Mia stand on opposite sides of the stage with mobile phones and text/speak to each
other.

MIA. Hello?

BEN. Hey.

MIA. Hey.... Um who’s this?

BEN. Guess.

MIA. I don’t recognise your number.
BEN. You know me well.

MIA. Do I?

BEN. Yes. I’'m in your English class.
MIA. With Mr Jones at St Joseph’s?
BEN. Yes.

MIA. I shouldn’t have told you that....
BEN. What?

MIA. My school. My teachers name...Now if you are some weird stalker, I’ve just gone and
told you everything about me. You can’t be too careful nowadays.

BEN. I’m not some weird stalker! We are studying Romeo and Juliet.

MIA. Everyone studies Romeo and Juliet in Year 10.

BEN. Good point... Well things were pretty funny in class yesterday.

MIA. What was? Give me actual events.

BEN. Ok... Yesterday, Jack stacked it and spilt his iced coffee all over Fiona’s script. She

screamed at him and called him a “moronic caveman”. Mrs Jones kicked him out. Jack stood
there in protest because it was an accident. Then sat on the floor with his legs crossed for
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almost the whole lesson, refusing to budge. Jones just continued teaching until she tripped
over Jack. Jack still didn’t move until she threatened to expel him.

MIA. Ha. That was a classic!

BEN. So?

MIA. Ok, ok I believe you. Who are you then?

BEN. Someone who thinks you’re pretty special.

MIA. What?

BEN. ...I like you, Mia.

MIA. You like me?

BEN. Yeah...I do... heaps.

MIA. Wow! Ok. Awh, that is so sweet.

BEN. Thanks.

MIA. I’'m so flattered that you’d message/call me out of the blue.
BEN. It’s not exactly out of the blue. I’ve liked you for over a year now.
MIA. A year? Wow really? Well, we have to meet up then. Are you free later today?
BEN. (shocked/thrilled) Today? Oh. Sure... I’d love to... Where?
MIA. I dunno, how about Macca’s?

BEN. Absolutely...

MIA. About 4? (beat) So are you going to tell me who you are?
BEN. I... I’'m a bit nervous...

MIA. Don’t be nervous. I think it’s sweet.

BEN. Ok... Well, I still think you should guess.

MIA. Ok. Um... Zac?

BEN. (disappointed) No.

MIA. Damn... Ok... Johnno?

BEN. (upset) Nope.
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MIA. Um... Mackenzie?

BEN. Really?... No!

MIA. Boo! Who else is there? Um, Jordan?

BEN. (sad) Maybe I’ll just go.

MIA. No, this is fun. Um Brock? Frank? Giuseppe? I don’t know...
BEN. Look. This isn’t how I actually pictured this conversation going.
MIA. I can’t think of anyone else.

BEN. (blurts out) It’s Ben, ok!

MIA. Ben? Ben who?

BEN. Ben Jackson. I sit behind you in English... (exasperated) Our parents are friends. We
spent Easter together this year... camping.

MIA. (gasps) Ben! ... Oh. Sorry... I didn’t think.
BEN. It’s ok. You don’t have to say anything.
MIA. Ben. I’m so sorry... I just don’t see you like that.
BEN. (big breath) Yeah. That’s ok.
MIA. I feel really bad. I mean, I’'m sorry, ok?
BEN. Yeah. No worries. It’s all good. I’ve gotta go, ok?
MIA. Ok... Bye Ben. I'll see you in English tomorrow.
BEN. Yeah...Bye Mia.
(Ben dissolves into sadness. Mia texts/rings someone else).
MIA. Janice! You will never believe who just professed his undying love for me. Benjamin
Jackson. (laughs) I know! What a weird stalker.

Blackout

Want to read the whole script? A full perusal of the Teen is accessible via this link

https://www.kristendoherty.com.au/teen
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