SHORT SCENES FOR ACTORS
The Marvelous Mellow Melodrama of the Marriage of the Mislaid Minor by Kristen Doherty

THE ARREST

GILROY GLADHEART, Our handsome, rich, naive, vein and stupid Hero.
BUNTING, Gilroy’s long-suffering man servant.

SARGE, Sergeant of the Constabulary. Respected by his men Sarge is in charge.
CHARLIE, Constable with violent tendencies. Fears the dreaded bucket of water.
FRANK, Dedicated to the cause. A valued member of the Constabulary
(optional extras)

DOLLY, Revengeful Barmaid. Thinks that Derk is her man.

MOLLY, Revengeful Barmaid. Is convinced that Derk is her man!

POLLY, Revengeful Barmaid. Is certain that Derk is HER man!!

1912. London, England.
THE KERSLAKE FAMILY RESIDENCE.

The Police Department have mistaken Gilroy Gladheart for Derk Darstardly and have him
apprehended.

SARGE: Right boys. Let’s see what Mr. Dastardly can tell us about Miss Penelope’s
whereabouts.

GILROY: My names not Dastardly!
FRANK: Sure, sure.
(Frank and Charlie drag Gilroy to his feet.)
GILROY: I said unhand me!
CHARLIE: You want me to take him out the back and teach him a lesson, Sarge?
SARGE: Well, Charlie, that depends.... Where’s the girl, Derk Dastardly?
GILROY: Excuse me?
FRANK: He said where’s the girl? You are in a lot of trouble my dear fellow.

GILROY: You’ve got the wrong man! I am innocent!
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CHARLIE: Sure. Sure. That’s what they all say.
FRANK: Tell it to the Judge!
CHARLIE: Tell it to my fist!
SARGE: Right boys, let’s take him in.
GILROY: No, no! It’s true! Tell them Bunting! Tell them who I am.
BUNTING: (a beat, then slowly) ...I'm sorry... | have never seen this man in my life.
GILROY: (high pitch) WHAT?!
BUNTING: I have absolutely no idea who he is. I have never been employed as his
manservant. I was simply following him into this manor because he...he...um... He in fact
stole my purse! Yes, that’s right! That dastardly devil stole my property. I am, you see, Gilroy
Gladheart. Check for the purse. It’s in his front pocket.
GILROY: Why, you! You... Traitor!
SARGE: Search him, Frank!
(Frank searches Gilroy’s pockets, pulls out his purse and checks it.)
FRANK: He’s telling the truth, Sarge. Here’s the purse just as you said, Mr Gladheart.
(Frank hands Gilroy’s purse it to Bunting.)
BUNTING: Thank you, constable.
GILROY: No! He’s lying! He’s my manservant, he works for me! He is tricking you. Bunting!
GILROY/BUNTING: (fogether) Bunting please!
Stop that!
You stop that!
You stop that!!
Stop!
You are Bunting!
My manservant!

Mine!
Mine!
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Bunting! Stop that!
Bunting!

You are Bunting!

You are!

You are!

Stop that!

Bunting!

Stop that!

You are!

I am Gilroy Gladheart!
Stop that!

[am!

You are not!

[am!

I am! (tantrum)

I am Gilroy!

Gilroy!

Gilroy Gladheart of 444 Buckingham Lane, Cambridge.
(gasp) That’s my address.
You stop that!

I am Gilroy!
GILROY!

Meeeeee!!

CHARLIE: I’'m so confused!
GILROY/BUNTING: Sergeant! He only knows what I’'m going to say before I say it because
he knows me so well! Because he is my manservant! My manservant! Mine! Mine! Stop that!

Stop that!

SARGE: Stop it both of you! (o Gilroy) You are forgetting, Derk Dastardly, that we found
Mr Gladheart’s money on your person.

GILROY: This is outrageous!

SARGE: There you go, Mr Gladheart, your purse.
GILROY: That’s my purse!

CHARLIE: Quiet you.

SARGE: Don’t worry, Mr Gladheart. We’ll take care of Derk Dastardly.
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BUNTING: Sergeant I am eternally grateful to you and the work of the fine fellows of the
London Constabulary. Now if you don’t mind. I shall take my purse and my leave. I’'m rich!
Rich! And I no longer have to endure that spoilt, sulking man-child! I'm free at last! At last!
Whoopee!!

(Bunting exits, clicks his heels, then bolts.)
GILROY: He’s getting away!
SARGE: Right, Dastardly. Where’s the girl?
GILROY: I am not Derk Dastardly!
SARGE: Pull the other one!

GILROY: I am not Derk Dastardly!

CHARLIE: You want I should take him out the back, Sarge? I bought my thumb screws and
my switch blade and my hand cuffs and my baton.

SARGE: Hold your horses, Charlie. There will be plenty of time for that later.
CHARLIE: But you promised if we caught him, I got to take him out back.
SARGE: (warning) Charlie!

CHARLIE: I know, Sarge... I know...Bucket of water.

GILROY: Get your hands off me! You are crinkling my cummerbund!
FRANK: Not til you tell us where the girl is.

GILROY: But don’t you see? I don’t know! I am not Derk Dastardly! I am not Derk Dastardly!
(vells/hysterical) | AM NOT DERK: DASTERDLY!!

**% Start optional extra ****
(Enter Polly, Dolly and Molly.)
DOLLY/POLLY/MOLLY: (together) Did we hear someone say Derk Dastardly?

DOLLY: Where is he? I’'ll have his guts for garters! That cheating, low down, no good--
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MOLLY: Rotten, good for nothing--
POLLY: Lying two faced, philandering crook!
FRANK: Never fear ladies, we have things right in hand. The villain has been apprehended.

MOLLY: Oh. hello constable I'm awfully glad to hear that. He is a nasty piece of work with
his beady little eyes...

(The Constabulary take a good look at Gilroy and start to realise they have made a
mistake.)

POLLY: And his greasy black hair.
MOLLY: And long black cape.
DOLLY: And twirly, whirly moustache...

POLLY: There’s no point in hiding from us Constable. We can smell him from a mile away,
with his garlicky breath...

MOLLY: And his too-much after shave.
DOLLY: And his hatred of soap and showers.

FRANK: Hmmm... I think we may have been swindled Sarge. This one doesn’t match that
description.

SARGE: You’re right Frank.
**%* Finish optional extra ****
GILROY: (squealing/hysterical) 1 told you! I told you! I TOLD YOU!!!
CHARLIE: Judo chop!
(Charlie judo chops Gilroy on the back of the neck, Gilroy collapses into a heap.)
SARGE: CHARLIE!

CHARLIE: I know Sarge. I'm sorry. He was hurting my ears with his squeaky girly voice.
I’ll go get the bucket of water
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Want to read the rest of The Marvelous Mellow Melodrama of the Marriage of the Mislaid
Minor? Read the whole perusal script via this link https://www.youthplays.com/play/the-
marvelous-mellow-melodrama-of-the-marriage-of-the-mislaid-minor-by-kristen-doherty-
659&ref=search.php%3Fquicksearchbox%3DMelodrama

This scene is free for classroom and audition use only.
All public performances, competitions and showcases require licensing through YouthPLAYS.
See www.youthplays.com or email info@youthplays.com for permissions.
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