SHORT SCENES FOR ACTORS — The Boney Handed Lady — by Kristen Doherty

THE BONEY HANDED LADY

JORDAN — Hosting the sleepover. Worried about getting in trouble.
ASHLEY — Their friend. Loves a good ghost story.

JAX — Another friend. Up for mischief.

TAYLOR — The annoying and brazen younger sibling.

Ashley and Jax are at their friend Jordan’s house for a sleepover. They sit in a circle
amongst a pile of pillows and blankets, telling ghost stories. Jordan has the others hanging
off every word, a flashlight held under their chin)

(LFX. Lights are very low. SFX. Creepy atmospheric music plays)

JORDAN. Aunt Phoebe was paralysed in fear as the ghoul’s bony fingers reached out
towards her face.

(The others squeal and hug each other)
JORDAN. The skeletal figure drifted closer and closer to Phoebe, so close she could feel the
icy breath coming from the faceless cavern beneath the tattered robes. (whispers eerily)
“Come with me...”

(LFX. Lights snap on)

(The door swings open and Taylor bursts in. The kids scream in terror, then relief)
TAYLOR. Whatcha doing?
JORDAN. Nothing! Get out!
TAYLOR. No way! Are you telling ghost stories?
ALL. No!
TAYLOR. You are. Ohhh can I join in!

(Plonks themselves down in the circle)

JORDAN. No Get out! (yells) Muumm!!

TAYLOR. She’s not here, remember? You are supposed to be looking after me. And how is
locking me out of your room while you have a seance with your friends, looking after me?

JORDAN. It’s not a seance!... As if! ... Fine. You can stay. I’ve finished anyway.
ASHLEY & JAX. What?

JAX. What do you mean finished?
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JORDAN. Yeabh, that’s it! The spectre vanished. Never to be seen again.
ASHLEY. That can’t be it.

JAX. That’s a terrible way to finish a ghost story.

ASHLEY. Who was the Bony Handed Lady? Why was she haunting your aunt?
TAYLOR. Ohh... the Boney Handed Lady story. I like this one.
ASHLEY. What happened in the end? You’ve got to tell us.

JORDAN. We don’t know.

JAX. What do you mean you don’t know? Did she move out of the house?
JORDAN. Nup. Aunt Phoebe just never saw her again.

TAYLOR. Well, not that she mentioned anyway.

ASHLEY. But we need to know what happened.

JORDAN. That’s it. There is no more. It’s a true story, so we can’t just make up an ending.
JAX. True story, pft!

TAYLOR. Itis! Our Auntie said.

JAX. Lame. I don’t believe it.

ASHLEY. And your aunt still lives there...

JORDAN. Nah. She died...

JAX. When?

TAYLOR. Soon after.

JAX/ASHLEY. Soon after?

JORDAN. Yeah... But it was like ten years ago.

ASHLEY. She died in the house?

JORDAN. Yep... I think so.

TAYLOR. In her rocking chair.

JAX. Ew. Who lives there now?
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JORDAN. In her house? Nobody... It’s still empty. They tried to sell it a few times, but no
one wants to buy it.

ASHLEY. No one wants to buy it? For ten years, with the real estate market the way it
is? It’s definitely haunted.

JAX. She’s right you know. My Grandmas house sold in like ten weeks... and it was a dump.
ASHLEY. How did your aunt die?

JORDAN. Well, that’s the thing....

TAYLOR. She was frightened to death!

ASHLEY. Frightened to death?!

JORDAN. She was not. A heart attack. It was a heart attack. She was old. Real old.

TAYLOR. Yeah? Well, why was she found sitting in her chair bolt upright, looking like
this!?

(Taylor twists her face into a look of shock and despair, hands held up in defence)
JAX. Ewh don’t!
JORDAN. There’s got to be another reason... Surely....
ASHLEY. So, you’re telling us that your auntie died in that house ten years ago. And the last

time they saw the Bony Handed Lady, was like a year before that.?!....She totally killed your
auntie to get the house. And now she haunts that house, keeping would-be buyers away.

JAX. Whoooh.

TAYLOR. I recon she did too.

JORDAN. Taylor! Don’t say that!

TAYLOR. What other explanation could there be?
JAX. There’s only one way to find out! (Stands up)
JORDAN. What are you doing?

JAX. Checking out the haunted house.

TAYLOR. (stands) I’'m up for it.

JORDAN. We can’t just leave. Mum will kill us.... Kill me.
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TAYLOR. Pft. She’s at that cheese thing, she’ll be hours. We’ll be back before she gets
home.

JORDAN. How about the keys to get in?

TAYLOR. In the glass dish on mum’s bookshelf.

JORDAN. Pft. How about the doorbell camera genius? She’ll see us leave.
TAYLOR. We’ll just sneak out the laundry window. There’s no camera on that side.
ASHLEY. Oh, she’s good.

JORDAN. You’ve done this before haven’t you?

TAYLOR... Maybe.

Blackoust.

** The Boney Handed Lady is in development as a One Act. Please subscribe to my website
if you would like to receive the whole script when complete.

https://www.kristendoherty.com.au/
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