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HELENA – In love with Demetrius  

HERMIA- In love with Lysander  

LYSANDER- In love with Hermia   

 
The stage is bare, Hermia enters in a run, pursued by Lysander, he stops, alarmed by her 
distress and unsure of how to proceed, he tentatively launches into their scene from ‘A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream’. 
 
LYSANDER.  How now, my love, why is your cheek so pale? 
Chance the roses there do fade so fast? 
 
HERMIA.  (cries, smiles and joins in)  
Belike for want of rain, which I could well,  
Beteem them from the tempest of my eyes. 
 
LYSANDER.  Ay me! for aught that I could ever read, 
Could ever hear by tale or history, 
The course of true love never did run smooth. 
 
HERMIA.  (breaks character) I can’t believe this is happening. 
 

(She cries and he holds her) 
  

LYSANDER.  I think you should still do it.  
 
HERMIA.  What? 
 
LYSANDER.  The audition!... The play! (nervously) The formal… with me. 
 
HERMIA.  What did you say? 
 
LYSANDER.  The audition? 
 
HERMIA.  The bit after. 
 
LYSANDER.  The play? 
 
HERMIA.  The bit after that. 
 
LYSANDER.  The formal… with me. 
 

(Hermia steps forward and kisses him, it’s their first time. Lysander is stunned) 
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LYSANDER.  I… you… we… Was that a “Yes”? 
 
HERMIA.  Yes, you idiot! (throws her arms around him) I’d love to go with you.  
 
LYSANDER.  …This is all going to blow over you know.  
 
HERMIA.  I hope so. 
 
LYSANDER.  But we need to get organised if we are going to get you there on time. 
 
HERMIA.  Get me where? 
 
LYSANDER.  To your audition of course. 
 
HERMIA.  But you heard them. They’re not going to let me go. It’s way out on the other side 
of the city. It would be like three buses and I still wouldn’t get there on time.  
 
LYSANDER. You can’t give up. Look, I have an aunt who lives not too far away, if I ran 
there, I could borrow her car and be back in maybe like half an hour. Can you be ready?   
 
HERMIA.  Can I? (throws her arms around him again) You are the best Lysander. 
 

(Helena enters, she is looking for Demetrius) 
 
LYSANDER.  Helena, are you okay?  
 

(Helena stops. Pouty, upset, she shakes her head) 
 
HERMIA.  It’s him again, isn’t it? 
 

(Helena nods, brimming with tears) 
      
HERMIA.  Oh Helena.  
 
LYSANDER.  Awh, it’ll be ok, beautiful girl. 
 
HELENA.  Beautiful? Psht! Ironic really don’t you think, Hermia? Your Lysander calling me 
beautiful, when the one who I’m hopelessly crushing on, is the one who is completely 
crushing on you.  
 
LYSANDER.  What did she say? 
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HERMIA.  (to Helena) Sweetie, I keep telling you that Demetrius is not worth it. He used 
you and he used me. It's only because I’m not running after him like a little puppy dog that he 
wants anything to do with me. You can do much better than him! 
 
HELENA.  I know! I just can't help myself. It's like a disease. I go to bed thinking of him, I 
wake up thinking of him. I dream about him all the time. 
 
LYSANDER.  Sounds more like a nightmare. 
 
HELENA.  It's just like the cruellest fate that I'm playing Helena and he's playing Demetrius 
in the play. I mean I'd much rather be playing Titania against him as Oberon. I mean she has 
that awesome monologue at the start where she really kicks some arse. 
 
HERMIA.  Yeah before he drugs her and makes her seduce a donkey… Believe me, you're 
better off! 
 
HELENA.  It's just really weird the way things have worked out, don't you think? You know, 
you and Lysander and me and Demetrius… (dreamy) and it's halfway through summer and… 
  
HERMIA.  You need to lay off the triple strength latte’s babe. They are characters in a play, 
this is real life… and I’m sorry but there is no “you and Demetrius”. You’ve got to get over 
him honey. 
 
HELENA.  I know, I'm sorry. It’s strange though… Don’t you think? Helena loved 
Demetrius and he didn’t love her back. (sadly) It’s just the same.  
 
HERMIA.  Look, don't worry, I’m going to be out of the picture soon enough because I'm 
probably going to get expelled for what I'm about to do. 
 
HELENA.  (intrigued) Ohh… what are you doing? 
 
LYSANDER. No you won't Hermia, this is an educated risk, if you get into this school the 
sky is the limit. You’re 18 next month, you can move out and control your own destiny. 
 
HERMIA.  Oh Lysander, you are inspirational! (hugs him, to Helena) See this is why I love 
him. 
 
LYSANDER.  What did you say? 
 
HERMIA.  ….You’re inspirational? 
 
LYSANDER.  No… the bit after that. 
 
HERMIA.  I do… I love you.   
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(They kiss again) 

 
(A beat) 

 
HELENA.  Ugh! Somebody get me a bucket. 
 
HERMIA.  (laughs) I'm sorry (to Lysander) I'm not sorry. (kisses him again) and I’ll meet 
you in half an hour at the driveway by the forest so no one see’s us sneaking off. 
 
HELENA.  You’re sneaking off? 
 
HERMIA.  (hugs Helena) Helena, I have a feeling it’s all going to be ok.   
 

(Hermia runs off) 
 
LYSANDER.  Helena, we’ll see you at the performance. Make some excuse for us, we are 
going to be gone for a bit… But don’t tell anybody. And she’s right you know. You can do 
much better than Demetrius! 
 

(He kisses Helena on the head and exits and Helena is left alone, bewildered) 
 
HELENA.  (calling after them)  
But what about our scene?!  
(Helena sighs. A beat, before she sadly and starts reciting her lines) 
How happy some o'er other some can be! 
Through Athens I am thought as fair as she. 
But what of that? Demetrius thinks not so; 
He will not know what all but he do know: 
And as he errs, doting on Hermia's eyes, 
So I, admiring of his qualities: 
Things base and vile, holding no quantity, 
 (Pause. A look of slow realisation crosses her face) 
Love can transpose to form and dignity: 
Love looks not with the eyes, but with the mind; 
And therefore is wing'd Cupid painted blind: 
(whispers) And therefore is wing'd Cupid painted blind: 
(She breaks character) This can’t really be happening, can it? This is past the point of ironic. 
Something is going on here… Hermia’s going to hate me for this, but I really need to talk to 
Demetrius.  
 

(She exits, running) 
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Want to read the whole script? A full perusal of THE DREAM is accessible via this link  

https://www.kristendoherty.com.au/the-dream 

 

https://www.kristendoherty.com.au/the-dream

