SHORT SCENES FOR ACTORS — Queens by Kristen Doherty

CATHERINE OF ARAGON LOSES HENRY.
Enter Henry D with Catherine A in pursuit.
SFX — Sad, dramatic music.

CATHERINE A. Sir, I beseech you for all the love that has been between us, let me have
justice and right, please take of me some pity and compassion. I have not seen my daughter
since [ was removed from court. Where is she? Please Henry I need to see our Mary, she is
only eight years old.

HENRY D. Mary is safe and sound, you needed worry about her.

CATHERINE A. But she belongs with me... Oh Henry, I miss her desperately. Why would
you take her from me? How have I so offended you my Lord that you must force me to suffer
so? Henry why? I take God and all the world to witness that I have been to you a true,
humble and obedient wife. I have no world if I am not with you. Does all that we shared
mean nothing to you? Henry, please answer me.

HENRY D. (calmly) Catherine, why must you torment me with your questions? Can you not
see that our time together is finished? It has been so for many a year. I thought at first that I
would always remember you fondly, but you are stubborn, headstrong and infuriating. Why
must you defy me? (frustrated) Why will you not let me divest myself of you?

CATHERINE A. Henry. Husband. Pray tell me how have I so affronted your Lordship?
These twenty years or more I have been your true wife and by me you have had many
children, although it hath pleased God to call them from this world, which has been no fault
of mine. (approaches him tenderly) Henry I swear to you that I had no relations with your
brother Arthur. When you had me at first, I take God to be my judge; [ was a true maid,
without touch of man... I need for you to believe me... Please Henry...I am your wife, and I
will love you forever!

HENRY D. (furious) Do not touch me, Catherine. You hold no power over me anymore. I
have rested upon this matter. You have forced my hand, and caused me to sin in the eyes of
our Lord. It is written in The Prohibition of Leviticus ‘If a man shall take his brother's wife it
is an unclean thing, and they shall be childless.' Our lack of an heir is because our marriage is
blighted in the eyes of God. There is a curse upon us.

LFX - subtle lighting change, more sinister.
SFX — Dramatic, suspenseful music rises.

CATHERINE A. It is you Henry that shall be cursed if you continue with this madness. Can
you not recognise the spell you are under? I have turned a blind eye all these years to your
indiscretions. And now you propose to discard of me? How has this woman bewitched you?
What spell does she hold over you? Were the vows you made unto me a lie? What will
happen to our daughter? Our beloved daughter Mary!

HENRY D. This conversation is over Catherine. You and I are over. I love another. Anne
will be my bride.
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CATHERINE A. (enraged) Y ou have brought the devil into our matrimonial bed. You are as
Prometheus was before you; you have succumbed to temptation, opened Pandora’s Box.
Allowed a woman to ruin our lives. God will punish you. I will not grant you a divorce. |
will never allow that harlot to take my place. You will regret forever denying me, and you
will never find happiness with another woman. (points at him) The dogs will lick your bones
as they did Ahab's. (she goes to leave but turns to add) 1 pity you, Henry. The name of Tudor
will die with your daughter. Your legacy will be forever cursed. (beat) Henry you are

cursed!

SFX — Doom-like low bass music.
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