SHORT SCENES FOR ACTORS
The Marvelous Mellow Melodrama of the Marriage of the Mislaid Minor by Kristen Doherty

SETTING: 1912. LONDON.

PENELOPE, Heiress to the Kerslake fortune (or lack thereof)

FELICITY, School chum to Penelope and heiress to the Bountiful Biscuit empire, a little bit
snobby and generally quite tipsy.

CYNTHIA, School chum to Penelope and a socialite with exquisite taste and a penchant for
party planning.

A DORM ROOM, OUR LADY OF THE SACRED HOLY DAUGHTER OF THE APOSTLE
BOARDING SCHOOL.

NARRATOR: In the latest instalment of The Marvellous Mellow Melodrama of the
Marriage of the Mislaid Minor, beautiful heiress, devoted daughter and all-round top girl,
Miss Penelope Anne Binky Elizabeth Hamilton hyphen Kerslake, is fare-welling her dear
school chums and preparing to return home to London to tell her father some very exciting
news. Very exciting news indeed. Little does she know what is to await her.

(FELICITY stands with an empty martini glass whilst PENELOPE sits on a lounge,
admiring her engagement ring. CYNTHIA enters and strikes a dramatic pose with her
racquet.)

CYNTHIA: Anyone for tennis?

FELICITY: Dash the tennis, I'm having a cocktail.

CYNTHIA: Felicity it's 11am!

FELICITY: You're right Cynthia, we are well overdue.
(Felicity walks to the cocktail trolley. It is bare.)

FELICITY: Well dash it all! Not a vermouth to be seen. And they call themselves a ladies
college! More like a slop house. This is a (sing song) travesty.

CYNTHIA: Felicity Margaret Eunice Trafford hyphen Banks, you should be ashamed of
yourself. I'll have you know that Our Lady of the Sacred Holy Daughter of the Apostle
Boarding School, is the finest ladies college in the whole of London as well as some parts of
North Wales. The education we receive in this institution is second to--
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PENELOPE: (interrupts) Ladies, ladies, please. How can you think of cocktails and our

education at a time like this? Sheer piffle! I have just been proposed to by my one true love

Gilroy Gladheart.
(All girls sigh.)

PENELOPE: It is the most smashing day of my life and all the attention should be on me.
(Girls rush over to fuss over Penelope.)

CYNTHIA: Oh Penelope, darling, we are terribly sorry.

FELICITY: Of course we must be lashing you with attention.

CYNTHIA: “Lavishing” attention, not lashing, darling, lavishing, lav-ish-ing.

FELICITY: That is precisely what I said! La-a-sh-ing.

CYNTHIA: ...Rather

PENELOPE: Ahem! Me....

FEL/CYNTH: Oh!

FELICITY: So, tell us, how did it happen?

CYNTHIA: Where did it happen?

FELICITY: Whatever did he say?

CYNTHIA: How ever did you respond?

FELICITY: You must tell us everything, simply everything.

CYNTHIA: Was it wonderful?

FELICITY: Was it romantic?

CYNTHIA: Was it everything you always dreamed it would be?

FELICITY: Did he get on his knee?

CYNTHIA: Did you cry?



SHORT SCENES FOR ACTORS
The Marvelous Mellow Melodrama of the Marriage of the Mislaid Minor by Kristen Doherty

FELICITY: Did he cry?

CYNTHIA: Oh, do show us the ring again! I know we’ve seen it, but please just one small
peek.

FELICITY: Do.
(SFX: Sparkle.)
(Felicity and Cynthia squeal in excitement.)
FELICITY: I have a wonderful plan... We are going to organise your engagement party.
CYNTHIA: Oh yes, let's!
FELICITY: Please can we Penelope?
CYNTHIA: Oh, please say yes.
PENELOPE: Oh, my friends, my wonderful friends, I think it’s a jolly spiffing idea.
ALL: Hoorah!
(Cynthia whips out a long list and a pencil)
CYNTHIA: You must have ice sculptures. They are all the rage in Paris.

FELICITY: And a champagne tower. Every engagement party worth it’s crust must have an
enormous champagne tower.

CYNTHIA: And you must have it at Penzance House. Anybody who is anybody, holds their
engagement party at Penzance House. I shall check to see if we can book the Basildon Room
this weekend.

FELICITY: Gloria Katherine Imogen Crumpet hyphen Crawford had camels. Real live
camels all the way from India.

CYNTHIA: We know darling... We were at that party. We were at all the parties. Now...
Let’s start planning yours, Penelope.

FELICITY: Yes, lets!
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PENELOPE: Alas my friends, I hate to disappoint you, but I must return home to inform my
father in person of my impending engagement to my beloved Gilroy. My darling father is
elderly and does not like to travel.
ALL: (disappointed) Ohhh.

(SFX — Ding! sound effect.)
FELICITY: Never fear. I have an idea!

CYNTHIA: We know... We just heard the sound effect.

FELICITY: Why don't we travel to London on a conveniently later train and hold the party
there?

CYNTHIA: Conveniently later for whom?
FELICITY: For the plotline, darling.
CYNTHIA: What a smashing idea, old girl.

PENELOPE: Oh, how splendid. Thank you, thank you, my friends. How entirely wonderful
can one day be? First a proposal by my beloved Gilroy and now the promise of a party to be
hosted by my two best school chums. I am so lucky to be Penelope Anne Binky Hamilton
hyphen Kerslake.

*Please note - cocktails and vermouth can be exchanged for canapes and vol-au-vents if the
director would like to remove references to alcohol.

Want to read the rest of The Marvelous Mellow Melodrama of the Marriage of the Mislaid
Minor? Read the whole perusal script via this link https://www.youthplays.com/play/the-
marvelous-mellow-melodrama-of-the-marriage-of-the-mislaid-minor-by-kristen-doherty-
659&ref=search.php%3Fquicksearchbox%3DMelodrama

This scene is free for classroom and audition use only.
All public performances, competitions and showcases require licensing through YouthPLAYS.
See www.youthplays.com or email info@youthplays.com for permissions.
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