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THE LETTER.   

Henry D enters in a rage. A letter screwed up in his hand.   

HENRY D. How dare she! How dare she! Make me a cuckold husband, will she? Betray 
the king of England, will she?  

Kathryn H enters running, searching out Henry. The Women (optional) pursue 
her, grabbing at her, holding her back. She breaks away.   

KATHRYN H. Henry, Henry, where are you. Henry, husband, please I need your help, it’s 
a terrible mistake.  

Kathryn H spies Henry D, runs over and throws her arms around him. Henry D 
gestures to stop the guards. But his arms remain rigid, untouching Kathryn.  

KATHRYN H. Henry, thank God! Please help me my darling. They say I am arrested. 
Please send them away... Henry?  

She stops. Pause. She is confused. Steps back – he turns away.  

KATHRYN H. Husband, please. Why will you not look upon me?  

HENRY D. (softly) Oh Kathryn, dear sweet Kathryn...Why did you disappoint me so? I 
loved you well. But I am given a letter that you had written to your lover.  (bitter) Culpeper! 
A gentleman of my very own privy chamber.  

KATHRYN H. It is not true. Oh, Henry, please believe me. I love no other but you.  

Henry D holds the letter for her to see.  

HENRY D. (he reads) “Master Culpeper, I heartily recommend myself unto you. I never 
longed so much for anything as I do to see you. But when I think that you shall depart from 
me again, it makes my heart want to die.”  

KATHRYN H. Oh God, Henry... (tries) Tis not mine. It’s all lies. I never wrote such a 
hateful letter. I have been compromised by those who seek to ruin me.  

HENRY D. Liar! Liar! Look here Kathryn. (shoves it in her face) It is written in your own 
hand, and upon the Queen’s parchment. When I read it, I can almost hear your sweet voice 
stabbing me in the back. Read it! Read to me how you love another.  

KATHRYN H. No, Henry, please, I beg of you.  

HENRY D. (roars) Read it!  

He holds the letter for Kathryn H to take. She tearfully and reluctantly reads the letter 
out loud.   

KATHRYN H. “My love, it is torture to think that I cannot be always in your company. Yet 
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my trust is always in you that you will be as you have promised me, my one true love. Yours, 
as long as life endures, Kathryn”  

They are both crying now.  

KATHRYN H. Oh Henry, I’m so sorry... My Lord, please have mercy on me. I am a 
stupid, foolish girl.   

HENRY D. I will not see you. Be gone from my sight, you deceitful harlot!   

He pushes her away, will not look at her. She scrambles to make him.  

KATHRYN H. Henry, husband, forgive me, please forgive me. I know not what caused me 
to slip into foolish revelries, but I attest I never meant no harm. I am young and easily led. I 
never meant to betray you.  

HENRY D. From my sight! Take her from my sight. I shall never look upon her detestable 
face again.   

Women enter and drag her away – she fights to get near him.  

KATHRYN H. I beg of you dear, dear husband. Look upon me...Please...Spare my life. I 
repent. Please Henry, I repent... Help me. Don’t let them take me. I’m so sorry. Henry, 
Henry! Please.   

 She is dragged off.  

 

Want to read the rest of QUEENS? Read the whole perusal script via this link  

One Act https://www.yourstagepartners.com/queens-one-act 

Full Length https://www.yourstagepartners.com/queens 

 

https://www.yourstagepartners.com/queens-one-act
https://www.yourstagepartners.com/queens

